
 

  

HRMS 6th Grade 
Course Description Guide 

 
Introduction 

 
This course description guide is designed to provide information about classes at HRMS. 
Administration and staff work hard to provide the best programs and classes based upon the 
forecasted information from students. Students will be expected to complete the classes they request 
or are placed in during forecasting.  
Changes to schedules cannot be accommodated. 

 
This guide is designed to be a tool for students and parents during the scheduling process. We 
suggest the following steps: 

 
● Sit down together and read the course description guide.  
● Complete the forecasting sheet and return it by the required date. If you do not submit a 

forecast sheet, classes will be selected for you.  
 
Important Dates:  
April 24-28:  

● Course Description Guides and Forecasting Sheets available.  
May 3rd:  

● Incoming 6th grade parent night -  HRMS Auditorium  7:00 PM 
● Students turn in forecasting sheets as they enter auditorium.  

May 5th:  
● Last day to turn in forecasting sheets to 5th grade teachers 

May 22 & May 23 
● Instrument Fitting 4:30 PM-7:00 PM. You must sign up for a time slot: 

www.tinyurl.com/mubjqe5 
August 24   

● HRMS Registration 10:30 AM-6:00 PM, HRMS Cafeteria 
○ Student schedules printed and may be picked up at registration. 
○ Student pictures for yearbook 

September 5:  
● 8:25-3:25 First day of school for 6th graders (WEB DAY) 
● Lunch Provided 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
CORE CLASS INFORMATION 
 
LANGUAGE ARTS 
Students will be learning to write a number of different types of works including personal narrative, 
fiction, poetry, argumentative, expository, letters, and description.  Each day we will be conducting 
mini lessons on types of writing, grammar, punctuation, voice, and writing techniques. Students will 
be expected to write each week as they practice the skills they learned.  Students will have time in 
class to write each day so homework should only be necessary for students who are not getting the 
work completed in class or for students who love to write and want to continue at home. 
 
READING  
These daily classes are designed to provide instruction and practice in the following areas of reading: 
vocabulary development, reading to perform a task, demonstrate general comprehension of text, 
interpretation of information from a text, and to examine content and structure within informational 
and literary text.  Part of the student’s grade will be based on their reading at home. We require that 
students read at least 30 minutes daily at home. 

 
 

SCIENCE 
This content area focuses equally on the methodology of scientific practice and science concepts. 
Students will learn to systematically question, observe, hypothesize, research, experiment, analyze, 
and communicate their findings. Subjects and concepts will include: states of matter, chemical and 
physical changes, forms of energy, structures and adaptations of plants and animals, adaptations of 
living things in relation to their environment and the interactions and relationships between them. 
Emphasis is on science as a tool and skill to be applied by students to daily experiences. 
 
 
SOCIAL STUDIES 
The social studies curriculum for sixth grade includes the historical context of key people, cultures, 
products, events, and ideas over time including the examination of different perspectives from people 
involved including, but not limited to; Aztec, Maya, Inca, Inuit, early Native American cultures of North 
America, major explorers, colonizers of countries in the Western Hemisphere, and the Columbian 
Exchange.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
MATH  

6th Grade Math Placement 
Hood River Middle School offers the following math placement options for 6th grade students: 
 

1. Supported Math: Students with this placement have not yet met 5th grade standards and 
need significant support to be on track to reach future grade level standards.  Placement will 
be determined by the student’s individual education plan.  

 
2. Grade Level Placement:  6th grade Core Math: This class is for students nearly meeting, 

meeting, or exceeding the 5th grade level standards but who do not yet demonstrate mastery 
of the 6th grade Common Core State Standard Math Practices. 

 
3. Accelerated Placement:  Compacted 6th/7th Core Math  This course will replace students’ 

core math course. This course prepares students for Algebra I. The following will be 
considered for placement in this course: 

a. I-ready Math Assessment Scores 
b. Teacher Recommendation 

i. Standards of Mathematical Practice 
ii. Academic Responsibility 
iii. Classroom Assessments 

c. Math TAG/IG Status  
d. SBAC state test scores 

 
4. Exceptional Placement:  7th Core Math  Exceptional placement provides an additional 

acceleration option for the very small number of students.  The following will be considered for 
placement in this course: 

a. I-ready Math Assessment Scores 
b. Teacher Recommendation 

i. Standards of Mathematical Practice 
ii. Academic Responsibility 
iii. Classroom Assessments 

c. Math TAG/IG Status  
d. SBAC state test scores 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

6th GRADE EXPLORE CLASSES 
 

Beginning Band  (Year long) 
Beginning Band offers students the chance to learn to read music and play a musical instrument. 
Possible choices include: flute, clarinet, saxophone, french horn, trumpet, trombone, or tuba. 
Percussion is based on an audition and will begin second semester. In the interest of having a variety 
of instruments represented, the number of students playing each particular instrument is limited. Most 
students will purchase their own instrument, either new or used, to play in the band. The school also 
has a limited supply of instruments available for rent for need-based situations for a yearly rental fee 
of $50.00 (scholarships are available for students in need). ALL beginning band students are asked to 
purchase the Red Standard of Excellence band book for $10 (you may buy it directly from the music 
department).  To be successful in band all students are expected to practice outside of class in order 
to master the necessary skills. There are several evening performances in which students will be 
required to participate. 

 
Physical Education (PE) (Semester long, may be repeated) 
Sixth grade physical education is an introduction to both individual and team sports. Fitness and sport 
concepts are taught through movement- based activities. Emphasis is placed on cooperative activities 
that will enhance physical, mental, and social wellness. 

 
Engineering (Quarter long)  
Students will be introduced to the engineering design process through a series of hands on and 
applied projects. Students will learn to use wood working tools such as rulers, squares, and drills. 
Students will also be introduced to the world of computer programming as well as tasked with working 
together to collect real world data and solve current problems.  

 
Food and Conservation Science (FACS) (Quarter Long)  
Students will begin with an introduction to the design elements of the greenhouse complex. Students 
will be engaged in the daily operation of a multifaceted year round food production system, and 
operate a school-wide composting and recycling program. Students will begin studies of integrated 
system design and passive solar design, and also develop energy budgets for the net-zero solar 
electric goals for the building. Annual and perennial plant propagation techniques will be featured as 
we develop the garden systems around the building. Students will work in the kitchen and learn food 
safety, nutrition and basic cooking skills. 

 
SPANISH (Semester) 
6th Grade Spanish is a beginning Spanish course that introduces students to the language and the 
cultures of Spanish-speaking peoples.  Students will learn common Spanish greetings, numbers and 
basic math, the date, and colors.  In addition, students will understand that gender and plurality of 
nouns and adjectives, classroom objects, and the time.  Conceptually, students will create sentences 
describing the vocabulary detailed above.  Students will also develop an understanding of various 
customs and celebrations in Spanish speaking countries and the geography of the Spanish speaking 
world.  


